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. | April 26, TOY | 
Alt a Meeting of the Truſtees of Cord- 
wainer — Fas. A Cha- 


Ae, 


f Hat the Thanks of the ſaid Truſtees 
mould be, and they are hereby 
accordingly, given unto the Reverend 
Doctor Wat/on, for the Excellent Ser- 
' mon by him preached this Morning, 
in the Patiſh-Church of St Mary 
Bew. And he is likewiſe deſired to 
cauſe the ſame to be printed, 


W. Non, He. 


6, 


Luxx xl. 2, 


Lord teach ut to pray, as John a/ tanebt 
111 
| was the cuſtom of the Jowny do- 


' Qors to teach their diſciples a par- 
ticular form of prayer. St. Fobn, 
as It appears here, had done the ſame, 

and for that reaſon our Saviour's diſciples 
were deſirous to leatn one of him; 
teach us to pray, &c he immediately com» 
plies with thelr requeſt, and ſaith, when ye 
pray ſay, Our Father, &c. 5 
he obſervations which I make upon this 
aſſage, and which 1 intend to be the ſub» 
fed of the following diſcourſe, are theſe, 
I. That prayer is a chriſtian duty, II. 
That in the performance of that Duty it 
is lawful at leaſt to uſe a ſet or pte · com · 
oſed form, III. That it is neceſſary we 
ould uſe that very form in it's own words, 
which our Saviour preſcribed, ; 
Firſt, I obſerve hence that prayer u a 
chriſtian duty, I own, I ſhould want an 
apology for making this obſervation in a 
congregation of chriſtians, who know the 
ſcriptures, were not the uſe of prayer ſo 
much neglected by * in contempt of 


the 


2 


ä 3 
the ſcriptures even whlle they profeſs to be- 
lieve them z nay, argued againſt and explods 
ed byſome, as at leaſt a ſuperfluous and un- 
neceſſary, if not a ſinful and preſumptuous 
practice. | 
Their argument is, that prayer ſuppoſes 
God, either not to know our wants, or not 
to be diſpoſed of himſelf to relleve them 
and is therefore, rather a reproach than 
7 act of honour and worſhip done to 
Im. 2 
Zut had this been th caſe, can any Chri- 
ſtlan think that our Saviour would not have 
taken the opportunity, which hls diſciples 
here gave him, to have told them ſo} And 
inſtead of gratifying them in thelr requeſt, 
by teaching them how to pray, have given 
them to underſtand this, that their heavenly 
father knew their wants too well, and was 
of himſelf too well inclin'd towards them to 
require any ſuch action of them? The di- 
tection therefore which he gave in this 
caſe is alone ſufficient both to condemn all 
thoſe careleſs and inconſiderate chriſtians 
who negle& to pray, and to ſilence all 
thoſe bold and hardy ones, who take up- 
on them to juſtify this negle& by ſuch vain 
and empty reaſoning, | 
My ſecond obſervation was, that it is at 
leaſt lawful for chriſtians when they pray to 
uſe. pre- compoſed and ſet forms, I prove 
this point the ſame way that I did ”m 
other. 


other, I obſerved to you at the begins 
ning of this diſcourſe, that it was the, cu» 
ſtom of the Jewiſh doctors to teach thelr 
diſciples forms of prayer, and that thiy was 
probably, the ground upon which our, Sa» 
viour's diſciples deſired the ſame of him. 
Now is it reaſonable to, think that he would 
have done as they deſired him, had it not 
been lawful for them when they pray to 
uſe a form! Wou'd he not have been in 
juſtice bound to have anſwered them in 
ſome ſuch manner as this; John, it 1s 
true, taught his diſciples how to pray; and 
the Jewiſh doors taught their diſciples 
how to pray by forms, but it ſhall not be ſo 
with you, you that are to be my followers, 
and upon whom I deſign my holy Spirit 
to deſcend, ſhall not be ty'd up and crampt 
by forms: You ſhall pray after a more free 
and liberal manner, even as that ſame holy 
ſpirit ſhall give you utterance, without the 
leaſt premeditation of yourſelves, or directi- 
on from others how to pray : might it 'not, 
I ſay, with juſtice have been expected, that 
he ſhould have expreſt himſelf ro ſome ſuch 
effect as this, had it been contrary to the de- 
ſign of his goſpel to pray to God by 4 
form) Doubtleſs he would never have 
anſwered them as he did. Vben ye pray 
ſay, Our father which art in heaven, &c, 
Well, but allowing that our Saviour 
hath enjoin'd this form to be uſed by Chri- 


B a ſtians 


— 
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(4) 
ſtians when they pray, (which, by the way, 
tho' is not allowed 'us by thoſe that dif- 
pute forms of prayer with us, and muſt 


therefore be my buſineſs to prove under 


the third head of /this diſcourſe) allowing 


this, I ſay, yet it may be asked, how does 


it follow from hence that other forms may 
be uſed as well as this? Does God by ap- 
pointing us a form of prayer himſelf, give 
us a power to uſe ſuch as are of men's 
compoſing and appointing ? May not men 
as well take upon them to appoint new 
ſcripture to be read for publick inſtruction, 
becauſe God has been pleaſed to do fo, as 
new forms of prayer for publick worſhip 
becauſe he hath thought fit to do that! 

Toall this we think we properly anſwer, 
When we lay, that to preſcribe ſcripture, and 
to preſcribe forms of prayer are two very 
different things. The one is the word of 
God to man; and the other is the word of 
man to God, To pretend therefore, to 
preſcribe ſcripture is to put ourſelves in 
God's ſtead, and to aſſume a commiſſion 
from him not to explain, but to dictate his 
word, which is arrogant and blaſphemous in 
the higheſt Degree, But for the authority 
that is neceſſary to preſcribe forms of pray- 
er, there is nothing farther needful than 
the regular appointments of the Church, by 
which men become overſeers and gover- 
nours of the flock of Chriſt, 


Inſpiratiop 


(5) 

Inſpiration cannot be neceſſary in this as 
in the other caſe, becauſe, as we ſaid be- 
fore, prayer is the word of man to God, 
and we are taught to make it with ſubmiſ- 
ſion to his wiſdom ; a circumſtance this ne- 
yer to be reconcil'd with inſpiration.  _. 

We do allow indeed that the prayers we 
meet with in ſcripture are all inſpired, and 
that ſuch were the prayers of the apoſtles 
and paſtors, nay, of all the faithful at the 
firſt, whilſt the church enjoy'd the extraor- 
dinary aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit; but 
this no more proves that none but inſpired 

perſons now have a right to preſeribe prayer, 

than it proves that none but ſuch have a 
right to preach the word; for they that 

firſt undertook that were all inſpired too. 

Had it pleaſed God indeed, in his infinite 
wiſdom, to have convey'd to us a ſyſtem of 
inſpired prayers, anſwerable to all poſſible 
occaſions, it would have been inſufferable 
preſumption in us to have had recourſe to 
any of our own or others compoſing z bur 
this not being done, we think that a ſuf- 
ficient ground for the governours of the 
Church to go upon, in preſcribing prayer 
as it's occaſions require, And we look upon 
thoſe examples of praying by a form, which 
the ſcriptures give us as good authority for 
the Church's imitation here in, provided it 
be done modeſtly, i. e. without pretending 
to be inſpired, as the authors of wow IN 


forms 


| 
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forms were, or impoſing human compoſi- 
tions for the word of God, or ſaying any 
more in the behalf of them, than that they 
arc conſonant to it, and grounded upon it. 
That form particularly which our Sa- 
viour has preſcribed, is a very ſignal appro- 
bation of human forms; for * (as a learned 
perſon has proved) ſeveral of the petitions 


that are contain'd there, are collected al- 


moſt verbatim out of forms of human com- 
poſure, that were uſed in the Jewiſh temple 
and ſynagogues in our Saviour's time, a 
thing which our Saviour would doubtleſs 
have avoided with the utmoſt caution, had 
it been his intent to condemn the uſe of 


ſuch things: nay, conſidering how tena- 


cious the Jews were of their old cuſtoms ; 
and that they were uſed to ſet forms in 
their devotion in and before his time; there 


can no queſtion be made but he would, 


inſtead of giving ſuch a countenance to the 
practice as he did, have expreſly forbid it, 
if he had deſigned that it ſhould no longer 
continue, 

But that he had no ſuch deſign, appears 
further from the very carly uſc of forms in 
the primitive church, about which there 
was not the leaſt conteſt or diſpute 3 a 
thing that could not have been avoided, 
had it been judged by any number of men, 


Mr. Gregory. 


(7) 

as a practice nat agrecable to the goſpel 
ſtate, or not fit to ſucceed that miraculous 
gift of prayer, with which the church was 
indulged for ſome time at the beginning. 

The truth of the caſe is in all likelihood 
this; upon the ceaſing or abatement of that 
gift, forms precompoſed as near to the ex- 
ample of thoſe that had uſed to pray by 
inſpiration as might be, were judged moſt 
anſwerable to the exigencies of the church, 
and fitteſt to ſupply the want of thoſe mi- 
raculous aſliſtances that were withdrawn 
from it. | 

But what occaſion you will ſay had the 
church for any miraculous aſſiſtances to pray, 
when the founder of it had given them a ſet 
form to pray by? We are not to call in 
queſtion the reaſon or the neceſſity of any 
thing which God is pleaſed in his infinite 
wiſdom to do: but this we may ſafely in- 
fer from the Church having thoſe miracu- 
lous aſſiſtances vouchſafed it. That Chriſt 
never intended the form which he pre- 
ſcribed, to be the only prayer made uſe of 
in the Church; and therefore, that we are 
not trangreſſing his commandment, when 
together with that we offer up other pray- 
ers that do more largely and particularly 
expreſs thoſe things which are there more 
generally and comprehenſively pray'd for : 
and indeed the brevity of that form is it- 
ſelf a ſufficient argument, that it could not 


be 


ho 
be deſigned to be a perfect and abſolute mo: 
del of chriſtian worſhip and devotion. 
Thus you ſee what may be ſaid for the 
lawfulneſs at leaſt of praying by forms. 
We have obſerved to you, that there is a 
poſitive divine command for the ule of one 
form of prayer: and that this prayer, by 


being in a good meaſure collected out of, 


or at leaſt in its ſenſe very nearly ally'd to 


the prayers that were of human compolure, 


and conſtantly uſed in the Jewiſh church, 
is a very ſignal approbation of human forms. 


It is on all hands agreed that this was the 
method of the Jewiſh worſhip ; and yet 


our Saviour was ſo far from condemning, 
or forbidding his diſciples to practiſe it, 
that he puts them into the ſame way, and 
adopts in ſome meaſure the very forms which 
they uſed. 

Let us now ſee what is to be ſaid in de- 
fence of praying in the church without 
forms; and if it appears that there is no au- 
thority for this in the word of God, no 
text that does cnjoin it, and no antient 
practice ſince the gift of inſpiration ceaſed 
to countenance it, forms muſt be allowed 
the preference, becauſe for the uſe of them 
we have all the authority that thoſe argu- 
ments can give us. 

That text in the twelfth of Zechariah 
and the tenth verſe, I will pour out upon 
the houſe of Davia, and the inhabitants 


of 


1 
of Jeruſalem, the ſpirit of grace and ſupli- 
cations is often urged indeed in ſupport of 
extempore prayer as agiftand an ability pecu- 
liar to the goſpel - ſtate; but I think it is much 
abuſed and perverted by being ſo applyed, 
for whether this prophecy has already had its 
completion or no, in the deſcent of the Holy 
Ghoſt upon the apoſtles at the feaſt of pente- 
coſt, and the bleſſed conſequences thereof 
to the church of Chriſt; or it is yet to be 
fulfilled upon the recalling of the Jews in 
the latter days, when God's kingdom upon 
earth ſhall be fully come. In which ſoever 
of theſe two lights, I ſay, we look upon 
this text; the ſpirit of grace and ſupplica- 
tions mention'd in it, muſt needs mean a 
greater benefit, than the gift of extempora- 
ry utterance in prayer; for this, bad men, 
we ſee by experience, may have as great a 
ſhare of as they that are truly devout; and 
therefore, cannot ſignify any part of thoſe 
bleſſed fruits which are to accompany the 
pouring forth of the ſpirit upon the ful - 
filling of this prophecy. Is it not more 
natural to underſtand it of the gift of hea- 
venly affections in prayer? For theſe are 
evident tokens of the ſpirit, and ſuch as 
we cannot poſſibly have without it's pre- 
ſence and aſſiſtance; whereas, fluent and 
rhetorical expreſſions argue nothing more 
than the dexterity of our natural parts. 


C Some 
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Some argue againſt forms of prayer, as 
not ſo agrecable as extemporary effuſions 
to the ſenſe of thoſe texts wherein we are 
told, that God hath ſent forth the ſpirit of 
his ſon into our hearts, crying abba, i. e. fa- 
ther: and again, we have received the ſpi- 
rit of adoption, whereby we cry abba, fa- 
ther. Gal. iv. 6. Rom. viii. 15, 

' Whereas, all that theſe words can poſſi- 
bly import, with relation to prayer, is, that 
we are enabled and embolden'd by the 
aſſiſtance of the holy Spirit which Chriſt 
hath purchaſed for all true believers, to ad- 
dreſs ourſeives to God with an aſſurance 
as to a merciful father, a privilege which 
we could not have obtained but through 
the redemption and mediation of a Savi- 
ours and may we not addreſs ourſelves to 
God with this aſſurance as well when we 
pray by a ſet form, as when we do it other 
wiſe? 

A haſty and unpremeditated way of cx- 
preſſing ourſelves in prayer, does argue in- 
deed great preſumption in us: but how it 
can give us a greater ground of aſſutance 
that God will mercifully hear us: or how 
theſe texts can be alledged to prove that it 
docs, I cannot underſtand without transfer- 
ring the merit, by which that privilege was 
obtain'd, from Chriſt, and placing it in our 
manner ot prayingz which is, ſuppoſing 
God to have a much greater regard for our 


* extempore 
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extempore effuſions, than even they who 
are the fondeſt of that way would be 
thought-to mean. 

In ſhort, the whole miſtake in this af- 
fair ſeems to ariſe from not duly confider- 
ing what prayer is, or wherein the nature 
of it docs properly conſiſt. 

Some think it neceſſary to prayer tha 
it be expreſt in our own words, and there- 
fore, that they, who ule a form of another's 
compoling, do not, properly ſpeaking, - pray, 
but only read a prayer, 

Now I would ask them that think in 
this manner, whether they would allow a 
man to pray, that uſes a form of his own 
compoſing? If they would, then the uſing of 
a form does not, even according to them, 
deſtroy the nature of prayer: if they would 
not, then let them ſhew how words urter'd 
extempore are more eſſential to prayer, 
than words premeditated and methodically 
digeſted: tobe brief, let them ſhew how any 
words ſpoken either extempore or otherwiſe 
arc eſſential to the nature of prayer, and 
that a man cannot pray to God devour] 
and acceptably by lifting up his heart and af- 
fetions to him, altho' he opens not his 
mouth all the while, For they ſeem wholly 
to go upon this notion as if words were of 
the eſſence of prayer, by explaining all thoſe 
places of ſcripture, which relate to the gift 
of prayer of a ready utterance or expreſſion 

C 3 whereas, 
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whereas, the gift of prayer is certainly an 
inward and ſpiritual thing, vis. a heart 
full of heavenly affetions, by which we 
arc conſtantly diſpoled to apply ourſelves to 
God, and this, we know, may be done even 
when words are wanting, or not done, when 
the moſt elegant words are uſed according 
to the temper and condition the mind 
may be in. And therefore I conclude, 
that ſince no words of any ſort premedi- 
tated or unpremeditated, arc eſſential to 
prayer, it is not neccſlary that we ſhould 
pray in our own words, 

The beſt authority that can be produ- 
ced for praying as our own minds inſtant- 
ly ſuggeſt words to us, is, that the firſt 
chriſtians pray'd, in all probability, in a 
way ſomthing like to this: 1. e. they pray'd 
by virtue of a miraculous gift of utterance, 
which was indeed, in appearance, ſome- 
thing like the way of our extempore pray. 
ers, but in reality vaſtly different from it. 
For this gift made what they delivered, whe- 
ther in preaching or praying, to be the in- 
ſpired word of God; which is more, I 
hope, than the greateſt admirers of extem- 
pore prayer dare either affirm, or think of, 
that way. 

We cannot therefore allow it as good 
reaſon, that we ſhould pray to God, in 
his Church, after that extempore and un- 
premeditated manner the firſt chriſtians 

probably 


(13) 
probably did, till it appears that we are 
endowed with the ſame ſupernatural gift 
of utterance that they were. 

When that is done indeed, we ſhall no 
longer diſpute the point with themy but 
at the ſame time, we think, they may as 
eaſily make It appear that we are endow'd 
with the gift of tongues too, as they were. 
And therefore, till ſuch extraordinary abl- 
lities do manifeſt themſelves in us, we 
judge it much the ſafer way, leſs tending to 
preſumption, and more edifying to the 
Church, to rely upon premeditated and 
ſtated forms in the worſhip of God, than 
to perform that awful ſervice as our own 
thoughts ſhall inſtantly ſuggeſt to us, 

And this may, in a good meaſure ſerve 
for an anſwer to all thoſe other texts of 
ſcripture, which are ſo often cited in behalf 
of extempore prayer, by reaſon of the 
word gift. 4 

For there is no man, now adays, hath 
ſo excellent a gift of extempore utterance 
in prayer, but he can expreſs himſelf better 
ſtill, if he takes time to conſider and digeſt 
the matter of it beforehand, And if this 
be the caſe of every ſingle man, then a 
collection of men, ſurely, of good abilities 
this way, joining thoſe abilities together, 
which is the way that ſtated forms ate com- 
poſed, cannot fail of expreſſing the ſenſe 
and wants of the Church more juſtly, pro- 


perly 
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perly, and edifyingly than any ſingle 
paſtor or miniſter can either extempore, 
or otherwiſe, how great abilities ſocyer 
you may ſuppoſe him to be endowed 
with. And we know that by St Pauls 
directions, all gifts of what nature ſoever, 
which the Church enjoys, are to be excr- 
Ciſcd by us, ſo as may tend moſtto it's edifi- 
cation, Granting therefore, that all thoſe 
places of ſcripture which mention the word 
gift, could be fairly underſtood of an abi- 
lity to expreſs our ſelves vocally in prayer, 
yet ſince this may be done better by forms 
compoſed at leiſure, than on a ſudden, I 
cannot ſee what authority they have from 
thoſe places, for the practice of extempore 
prayer, 

For he negletls not his gift, but on the 
contrary ſtirs up his gift, and miniſters his 
gift, who employs it in that way that is 
moſt edifying: and therefore, ſince the gift 
of prayer, (if the word muſt be limi. 
ted to that ſenſe) is moſt edifyingly em- 
ploy'd, when it is laid out in compoſing 
ſuch devout and orderly forms, as are moſt 
fitting and becoming the publick worſhip 
of God: we have got that very argument 
on the ſide of forms, which hath been of 
all others, the moſt confidently urged againſt 
them. 5 

But we cannot allow that thoſe places 
of ſcriptute are fairly interpreted, by being 


apply'd 
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apply'd to ſupport the cauſe of yocal ex: 
tempore prayer, it 2 

St Paul writing to Timothy, charges him 
*in two ſeveral places, not to neglect the 
gift, but to ſtir up the gift which was given 


him by prophecy, with the laying on 0 
the hands of the presbytery, But what is 
all this to the purpoſe of extempore prayer? 
It was the gift not of prayer of any kind, 
but of epiſcopal power, which he was not 


to neglect but to ſtir up, 4. e. to uſe and 


exert, as the occaſions of the church re- 
quired, as plainly appears by the two cir» 
cumſtances mention'd along with it, and 
ſetting forth the manner of hls recelving 
it, vis. prophecy, and laying on of handy, 
For In the beginning of the goſpel, the Holy 
Ghoſt itſelf polnted out the men that were 
to be biſhops, by enabling the apoſtles to 
diſcern and declare their qualifications, and 
of what uſe they would be to the church, 
before they were ordained, and this is the 
reaſon why the gift, i. e. his Office was ſaid 
to be given him by prophecy, and when that 
was actually conferr'd, we know the man- 
ner of that was, by laying on of Hands. 

And therefore, if any one can infer from 
the word git, as it ſtands in this place, the 
duty of the miniſter to pray extempore in 
the church, his reaſoning, I muſt confeſs, is 
beyond my comprehenſion, 


Tim. iv. 14. 2 Tim. i. 6, 


— 
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Another text often brought for this pur- 
poſe, is in the firſt epiſtle of St Peter, ch. lv. 
Ver, 10, 


As every Man hath received the gift, 


miniſter the ſame one to another, as good 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of God, 


Now, here the word gift e, is 
of a dubious acceptation, ſome think it 
means only wealth, becauſe the words im- 
mediately foregoing are, uſe hoſpitality 
one towards another: others think that it 
means the graces of the ſpirit, becauſe the 
words immediately following arc, I any 
man ſpeak, let him ſpeak as the oracles of 
God ; if any man miniſter let him do it as 
of the ability, which God giveth him, that 
God may be glorified in all things thro 
Jeſus Chriſt. 

But I think the word manifold, (as good 
ſtewards of the manifold grace of God) for- 
bids us to limit the word gift, either ro one 
or the other of theſe two ſenſes, and plain- 
ly declares the meaning of the apoſtle to 
be this, that of what nature ſoever our en- 
dowments are, whether ſpiritual or tempo- 
ral, we are to look upon them as given 
us for the uſe and benefit of one another; 
ſo that the cauſe of extempore prayer is juſt 
in the ſame ſtate it was, for any thing that 
can be inferr'd from this text, Whatever 
ablities we haye to pray, we are goon 

them 
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them, ſo as may be moſt edifying to the 
Church, which in our preſent elreumſtan- 
ces we judge to be by ſtated forms rather 
than any other way, and 1 hope we have 
given good reaſon for it, 

A third text of the ſame kind, and cited 
often for the ſame purpoſe as the other, 
you have in the 12th of the Romans, and 
6th, 7th, and 8th verſes, Having then gifts, 
aiffering according to the grace that is gi- 
ven to us, whether prophecy, let us prophe- 
cy according to the proportion of faith: or 
miniſtry, let us wait on our miniſtring ; or 
he that teacheth, on teaching ; or he that 
exhorteth, on exhortation. 

Now upon this place it is obſervable, that 
among the ſeveral gifts here ſpecity'd, there 
is no mention made of the gift of prayer 
at all; and tho' we ſhould grant that it may 
be included in ſome of them, yet 1 do not 
ſee how any thing here ſaid can be con- 
ſtrued to the prejudice of praying to God 
by a ſtated form; for the direction here 
given how the Church is to uſe it's ſeveral 
gifts, is according to the proportion or ana- 
logy of faith, which certainly may be 
done by praying with care and preme- 
ditation, full as well as when we preſume 
to do that office without them; nay, 1 
think we are in much greater danger of 
tranſgreſſing this direction, and not obſer- 

| D ving 
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ving the proportion or analogy of faith in put- 
ting up ſudden prayers, than ſuch as are pre- 
compos'd with a careful regard had thereto. 

But after we have ſaid all we can for 
the juſtification of forms of prayer, ſome 
will be of opinion that to pray in other 
mens words, is to neglcQ the gift of prayer, 
if we are able to pray in our own; and ſo 
I own it were, if the gift of prayer conſi- 
ſted in the utterance of words. But, as we 
ſaid before, here lies the foundation of all 
the miſtake; the gift of prayer does not 
conſiſt in words, but in affection; and 
therefore no man can be ſaid to neglect the 
gift of prayer, that prepares his heart to 
pray devoutly, tho' he uſes other mens 
words, nay tho' he ſhould not, thro' weak- 
ncls or other indiſpoſition, uſe any words 
at all, 

It is alſo to be obſerv'd here, that this 
objection is very indiſcreetly urged, againſt 
praying by the help of other mens words in 
publick eſpecially; for that muſt of neceſſi- 
ty be done by all the congregation, excep- 
ting the miniſter only, even where he is 
allowed to pray after what manner he 
pleaſes. 

By this time, I T0 you ſee to your ſa- 
tisfaction, upon what good grounds our 
Church goes in retaining the uſe of ſtated 
forms in her publick devotions, and with 
what 
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what fallacious arguments and authorities 
the pretended duty of the miniſter, to 


pray extempore, or in words of his own 
chuſing, is ſupported. 


I come now to prove the third and laſt 
obſervation which I made from the text, 
Viz. That when we pray, it is neceſſary 
we ſhould uſe that very form which our 
Lord preſcribed, in it's own words. 

When ye pray, ſay Our Father, is St 
Luke's account, which is ſo plain a dire- 
ction in the caſe, as could not poſlibly have 
afforded any handle for controverſy, had 
not the account which St Matthew gives 
of this matter been tranſlated ſo as may be 
wreſted to that conſtruction which they 
that are enemies to forms are willing to ue 
upon him. 

Ovſo: mezmruy2ds are his words, and our 
tranſlators have rendered them, after this 
manner pray ye, which has given occaſion 
to ſome to ſay, that this prayer of our Lord's 
was intended only to be a pattern or di- 
rectory to accommodate our prayers to, and 
not to be uſed by us as a prayer ready 
form'd and finiſhed to our hands. Where- 
as the words do full as well bear to be 
tranſlated, pray thus, in theſe words, or in 
this form. And therefore tho' they are 
tranſlated, after this manner pray ye, yet 
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zs even this rendering will, without any 
violence, admit of the ſame ſenſe with 
the words of St Luke, which are not ca— 
pable of being underſtood otherwiſe, than 
that we arc to uſe this very form when we 
pray, ſo the plain and undoubted text muſt 
govern the doubtful one, and conſequently 
our Saviour's meaning muſt be, that we 
pray not only in a manner agrecable to 
that form, but in that very form itſelf. 

It is a dangerous thing for Chriſtians 
ſurely to diſobey their Lord upon any 
pretence, and eſpecially in a caſe where- 
in his command is ſo plainly and poſi- 
tively given, as it is in this; and there- 
fore we neither dare to omit the uſe of 
this form ourſelves, nor be ſilent while 
we ſee others fo hardy. Yet ſuppoſing 
we ſhould be ſo unmindtul of our duty as 
ro give up this point to them that conteſt 
it with us, yet I don't ſce how it ſerves 
in the leaſt, the purpoſe for which they 
chiefly do conteſt it; I mean, that they 
may thereby condemn the ule of all ſet 
forms of prayer; for may not we accom- 
modatc our prayers to the matter and me- 
thod of that directory which our Lord has 
given us, tho' we ſhould grant it to be 
nothing more, when we pray by ſtated 
forms? Nay, may not we accommodate 
them better thus than otherwiſe? Since by 
infinitely varying our expreſſions, in which 

con ſiſts 
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. conſiſts the nature of all prayers conceiv'd 
and ſpoken extempore, we may be in a 
good deal of danger to depart too far from 
the pattern that is ſet us. 
But to return from this digreſlion : if our 
bleſſed Lord had deſigned when he taught 
his diſciples how to pray, not to give them 
a form of prayer to be uſed as ſuch; but 
only to direct them for what things, and in 
what order to pray, what need had he to 
give them his directions jn that manner in 
which he did give them? would not the 
ſuggeſting of ſome heads of matter -proper 
.to be pray'd for without methodizing tha 
into a formal prayer have done as well ? 
nay, and have anſwer'd that purpoſe much 
better? ſince the delivering of his directions 
in ſo regular and abſolute a form of prayer, 
would naturally lead them into the miſtake 
of uſing it as ſuch. 
Nor does it appear as ſome would ima— 
gine and argue, that if it was intended to 
e uſed as a form of prayer at all, it was in- 
tended to be uſed as ſuch only for a time, 1. e. 
till after his aſcenſion, when his followers 
. were to be more fully inſtructed in the duty of 
prayer, by the coming of the Holy Ghoſt. 
And yet if this were ſo, it would be 
neceſlary it ſhould appear, and that plain- 
ly; becauſe when there is ſuch an ex— 
preſs and poſitive command for a thing as 
| thcre 
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there is for this, men are apt to look up- 
on themſelves as perpetually obliged to ob- 
ſerve it, it there be not ſome time or pe- 
riod fixt when the uſc of it is to ceaſe, 
Which yet is not to be found concerning 
this in all the Scripturcs. 

It is true we don't find any inſtance of 
the apoſtles or other diſciples of our Lord 
uſing this prayer after his aſcent, but fo 
neither do we before; and it is far from 
being an argument that it was not to be 
uled after that time that the Scriptures 
make no mention of it; becauſe, as we ſaid 
before, where a thing is once expreſſly com- 
manded without any limitation of time, 
there ought to be as expreſs a command, 
or a realon equal to ſuch a command, to 
take away the obligation, 

Thus we continue the pradice of bop. 
tizing in the name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt, becauſe it was once command— 
ed that we ſhould do ſo, tho' thete is no 
expreſs record in all the Scriptures of any 
apoſtle or diſciple of our Lord's baptizing 
jn that form, 

That they did baptize their converts how- 
ever in that form, there is no doubt to be 
made, becaule our Lord had ordained mit; 
and ſo doubtleſs for the ſame reaſon when 
they pray'd to God, they uſed the form 
'Vhich their Lord had taught them, tho! 

the 
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the Scriptures have given us no inſtance 
of either. | | 

It is enough, and as much as we can reaſo- 
nably expect from Scripture, that it conveys 
to us our Lord's will in all caſes that concern 


ſalvation; for it was not deſigned to be . 
perfect hiſtory of all that was ſaid or done 


by them that followed him. Neither need 


we to be ſollicitous to know how punctu- 


ally they obſerved his commands in all ca- 
ſes ; but to take it for granted, that they 


did do ſo, when once we know what his 


commands are. 
And yet when we come to read the ge- 


counts which are in other books of the 


worſhip of God amongſt thoſe Chriſtians 


e, 
and therefore in all likelihood obſerved the 
cuſtoms of it, we find that the Lord's prayer 
was a conſtant part of their publick de- 
votions : and conſequently we cannot rea- 
ſonably queſtion, but that the apoſtles ther» 
ſelves uled It, notwithſtanding the Serip» 
tures are ſo ſilent about It, 

It a 
St John Golpel, and ſo likewiſe from the 
ſixteenth, that all prayers after Chriſt's a- 
ſcent were to be offer'd up In his name; 
and yet there 1s no mentlon of his name 
in this prayer at all, 

From hence again ſome would argue, 
that the uſe of It was eonfin'd to the tlme he 
was upon earth. But 


pears Indeed from the fourteenth of 
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But don't we pray in Chriſt's name when 
we pray in virtue of his mediation and 
interceſſion for us, depending upon his 
merits for the acceptance of our prayers, 
as much as if we made an cxpreſs mention 
of it? And yet this ls the caſe every time 
we put up the Lord's-Prayer z for ſince the 
doctrine of his medlatorlal office has been 
made known and fully explain'd to us, we 
know we have no right to call God our 
Father, or to ask any thing from him but 
in and thro' Jeſus Chriſt, who hath made 
us ſons and heirs of God jointly with him- 
ſelf, And therefore tho' Chriſt did not 
think fit to inſert his name in his own 
prayer, being at the time when he gave it 
not aſcended, and ſeated at God's right- 
hand, where he ever liveth to make inter- 
ceſlion for us: yet this does not prohibit 
the uſe of it, ſince his aſcenſion z becauſe 
praying in his name does not neceſlarily Im- 
ply the mention of his name, but an inward 
and faithful dependance upon his merits 
and mediation, While we are performing 
that duty, and upon theſe terms alone we 
know we are allowed the privilege of put- 
| ting up either this, or any other prayer to 
od, 

Thus have I gone through the obſerva- 
tlons which I raiſed from the text; and 
ſhew'd you, firſt, That prayer is a chriſti- 
an duty, Jecondly, That it is lawful at the 
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leaſt to uſe a ſet or precompoſed form, In 
the performance of that duty, Thirdly, 
That it is neceſſary we ſhould uſe that ve- 
ry form in it's own words, which our Sa- 
viour preſcribed, 

Give me leave now to expreſs my con» 
cern, that this excellently well conſtituted 
church, to which we belong, ſhould labour 
under the unhappineſs of ſo great and ob- 
ſtinate a ſeparation as it does, on the ac- 
count of it's having ſet forms of prayer in 
it's publick worſhip.” 

If we conſider the nature of the thing, 
how vaſtly more decent, as well as expe- 
dlent, it is in all reſpects, that the majeſty 
of the great FE HO VA H, ſhould be 
approach'd, when we publickly worſhip 
him, with acts of devotion that have been 
carefully and deliberately prepared, than 
with any ſudden and extempore profeſſions 
of the ſame, there is no room to heſitate, 
to which we ſhould give the preference 
and if we conſult the Scriptures, we find 
nothing there, you ſee, inconſiſtent with 
this determination z not one text that can 
with any propriety be interpreted in It's dif 
favour, but many reaſons and arguments 
that may be drawn from thence for It's ſup- 
port: nay one form given and enjoined by 
our Saviour himſelf, which thing alone, 
without any other arguments, one would 
think, ſhould have been ſufficient to have 
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filenc'd all objections to the uſe of forms, 
with thoſe who profeſs to be his diſciples, 
Is it not a ſhame therefore, to ſee ſo ma. 
ny Chriſtians ſerious in appearance at leaſt, 
breaking the unity, and diſturbing the peace 
of this reformed part of Chriſt's Church, on 
ſo unwarrantable a pretence? 1 don't find 
that our diſſenting brethren withdraw from 
us on account of any doctrines we teach, 
different from thoſe which they themſelves 
believe; or becauſe we are not provided with 
miniſters that are fit and able to inſtruct 
them; neither of which points, I think, 
could with any truth be inſilted on by them. 
For as to the firſt, that could not be alledg- 
ed without declaring themſelves to. hold 
ſome doctrines at leaſt not agreeable to Scri- 
pture, ſince we ourſelves declare againſt all 
that have not their toundation there. And 
as to the ſecond, ſurely we may be allow- 
ed, without any breach of truth or mode- 
ty, to ſay, that we are not inferior-in that 
teſpect to any other communion they can 
poſlibly betake themſelves to. And if they 
attempt not to juſtify their ſeparation 
on cither of theſe accounts, we cannot but 
think it very hard meaſure, that they ſhould 
break with us for the manner of our de- 
votions. For though we judge that we 
have many things to boaſt of, when com- 
pared with other national Churches, and as 
few things to be excepted againſt, as can 
be 
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be expected in a conſtitution whete human 
wiſdom is ſo much concern'd in the fram- 
ing of it ; yet we cannot but look upon our 
Liturgy, upon that very thing which ſo 
mightily offends our brethren, as a bleſling 

by which we are as happily Aiſinguiſhed, 
as we are by any other whatſoever j and 
our reformed neighbours do plainly confeſs 


as much by the great regard they ben to it 
both here and abroad, wherever it 


tranſlated into their own language. 

It were to be wiſh'd therefore, that our 
brethren would but conſider, how they 
muſt needs ſtand in the opinion of thoſe 
who profcſs the ſame zeal for the Refor- 
mation with themſelves, For this perhaps 
would have a good effect towards bringing 
them over to their duty. They hearken 
nor, it may be, to the arguments offered 
by us, with that impartiality which they 
ought to do, becauſe they think it is our 
intereſt to urge them. 

But the judgment and practice of the fo- 
reign Reformed, is liable to no ſuſpicion 
of this kind, and thereſore if it would be 
any ſatisfaction to them, to have their con- 
duct approved by them whom they them- 
ſelves do moſt approve, they muſt no longer 
make our Liturgy an occaſion of Schiſm. 

I will not here take upon me to ſay, as 
much as I eſteem our Liturgy, that there is 
nothing in it that can poſlibly be altered 
E 3 for 
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for the better; for this is more than ought 
to be ſaid of any human compoſition, and 
the * compilers of it themſelves have decla- 
red it alterable, upon weighty and impor- 
tant conſiderations, according to the vari- 
ous exigency of times and occaſions, and as 
{hall ſeem moſt meet and expedient to them 
that are in authority: but I will be bold 
to affirm, that there is Hothing in it that 
can juſtify the ſeparation that has been made 
on that account; and that if we are to wait 
for another, till one can be drawn up that 
ſhall be more generally approved than this 
is, tis probable we may never live to ſee it, 

I have all along look'd upon this con- 
troverſy with great concern, as it hath given 
occaſion to our common enemies, the Pa- 
piſts, to inſult and reproach the Reforma- 
tion; and been the main engine by which 
they have endeayour'd to deſtroy that, in or- 
der to ſet up Popery again upon it's ruins, 
But at this time I look upon it with great- 
er concern ſtill, there being now another 
kind of enemy in our quarters, that takes 
advantage of our diviſions, and turns them 
to a worſe uſe, if poſſible, than that of Po- 
pery itſelf ; I mean that great apoſtacy from 
the whole Chriſtian faith and doctrine, 
which hath of late ſo ſhametully — 
amongſt us. 


* preface to the Common- Prayer. 
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The abettors of this would have us think, 
that the animoſities that are among Chri- 
ſtians, ariſing from their differences about 
their religion, a ſufficient reaſon why we 
ſhould lay that quite aſide, and follow the 
law of nature only; a law which they pre- 
tend tis impoſſible for men ever to wrangle 
and diſpute about, as they have done about 
Chriſtianity. I make no queſtion but they 
would be found to be as wrong as they are 
confident in this concluſion, for men will 
as certainly differ concerning the dictates 
of the natural law, if that ſhould ever be 
ſet up for the ſole rule of our actions, as 
now they do concerning the doQtrines - 
the goſpel. But be that as it will, 
ſince this uſe is made of our diviſions, — 
is well worth our while, I think, to look 
into the grounds of them, and to ſacrifice 
our diſputes, where 5 can, to the peace 


of the Church, that we may unite the bet- 
ter in the defence of our common Chriſti- 
anity. For what a madneſs is it, for per- 
ſons who have the cauſe of the goſpel 
truly at heart, as I hope our Diſſenting 
Brethren have, to be teizing themſelves and 
their fellow-chriſtians, with thoſe little diffe- 
rences, as I may comparatively call them, 
that are between them and us, while the 
faith which we profeſs in common, is in ma- 
nifeſt danger of being deſtroy'd for want of 
a better agreement among our ſelves. This 

alone 
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dene methinks ſhould be n cogent |atgu- 
ment with them, at this time, to difpoſe 
them to obedience, and heartily to join with 
us in this prayer, * That we benceforth beno © | 
more children toſſed to and fro, and carried 
about with every wind of doffrine, by the 


ſlight of men and cunning craftineſs, whereb 
bey lie in wait to deceive. But ſpeaking the 
truth in love, may grow wp into him in all 
#hings which is the head, even Chriſt. From 
whom the whole body fitly joined together, 
and compacted by that which every joint ſup- 
pliet h, according to the effettual working in 
#he meaſure of every part maketh increaſe of 
the body, unto the edifying of itſelf in love. 
Into which happy ſtate may God thro' his in- 
finite wiſdom and mercycondudt the divided 
members of this National Church, for his 

{lake who loved the Church, and gave himſelf | 
For it, that be might ſantiify and cleanſett, * 
and _ it to himſelf a glorious Church, 

not having ſpot or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing. 
* Eph. iv. 14, 15, 16, Ge. | 
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